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SUPER TWINS
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IAN & MARC HUNDLEY
34-YEAR-OLD CANA-

DIAN BROTHERS LOVE
EACH OTHER FOREVER

Interview by Michael|Bullock
Portraits by Marcelo Krasilcic

lan and Marc Hundley are two of the kindest people in§a|l of New York
City. They are very social, extremely polite (which they blame on being
Canadian), and they both love mushrooms. lan and his §brother Marc are
identical twins, but their facial structures are clearly different and friends
can easily tell them apart. lan hates to be defined by h|s differences with
Marc but doesp’t mind the similarities. Both are gay, both studied graphic
design, both have tattoos of birds on their left arms. Thiey moved to Lon-
don together from Montreal, and then to New York City. Together they fell
into a short-lived A-list modeling career (a 90s momen§ when twins were
in demand). They share both an apartment and a studio in Brooklyn, as
well as a log cabin outside of Montreal. Marc and lan ar}e both artists;

lan makes incredibly intricate patchwork quilts and Marc makes graphic
paintings and prints. Just to be clear, this interview is W|th lan, not Marc.
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Michael: Do people ever approach you
because they have sexual fantasies about
twins?

lan: A lot. When we were younger we
always got it, like, ‘Wow, so you are both
gay? Do people ever insinuate that you
have sex with each other?” And | would

be like, ‘God, no, | am not that comfort-
able with how I look.” Why would | go with
someone pretty similar? Once when we
were modeling we did a go-see with Mario
Testino and his first question was, ‘Are you
both gay?’ And we were like, ‘This is so
not a relevant question — why are you ask-
ing?” And he said, ‘If | had a twin brother
Iwould..”

..have sex with him all the time?
Something along those lines. He thought
that would be the best sex ever because
he would know exactly what he wanted.
He thought it would be perfect; | thought it
was creepy. People don’t approach us like
that much anymore though.

Are you competitive with Marc?

In what?

In your art? In your love lives? Careers?
Everything?

Maybe we are a little competitive in every-
thing, but in a healthy way. For instance,
Marc makes a lot of work and if it's some-
thing really great | get jealous. He made

a lot more stuff than | did. It's a healthy
competition.

Do you like his work and vice versa?

He says he likes mine. We pretty much
have similar taste. | usually like his work

so much that | wish I had made it. A lot of
things influence me in terms of my work,
and if Marc makes something and | really
like it, it’s hard not to absorb it, definitely.
Butit’s like trying to absorb the right
aspect of it rather than just the aesthetic
value. Otherwise my stuff would look ex-
actly like his stuff.

Are your quilts for wall hangings or do
you use them as quilts?

I would want to use them as quilts.

Does Marc have tattoos?

He has flowers here and a bird here.

And you have a bird too. Are they similar
birds?

Yes, pretty similar.

So you guys don’t really mind looking
alike?

We used to check with each other to see
what we were wearing before we went out.

"You're wearing a white T-shirt and jeans?
Oh, | was going to wear a white T-shirt and
jeans.’ So one would change ‘cause we'd
just get so sick of hearing how cute it is
that we dress alike. After a while, that’s
kind of draining.

Do you shop together?

Not really. | mean, yeah, Salvation Army.
When I first met you guys it was hard to
figure out who was who. | have gotten bet-
teratit.

There is a big difference.

I'm sorry.

No, it’s okay, it happens all the time. |

see people on the street all the time and
they're like, ‘Oh, how are you doing, that
was so fun the other night!’ Rather than
going, ‘Oh, actually I'm lan,’ sometimes
ljust don’t bother. If  stop and say, ‘I'm

lan and you confused me with my brother
Marc,’ then they get embarrassed. It can be
uncomfortable. One of the biggest problems
with being a twin is that you're constantly
getting compared: Who is faster? Who is
taller? Who is smarter? Who is better look-
ing? And it doesn’t matter because there is
no comparison.

Not really.

Literally, people ask, ‘Who is smarter?

Who is more creative?’ It’s so dumb. After
awhile, you don’t want to measure your-
self like that. You don't have to search for
differences all the time, it’s ridiculous.

Do your parents get concerned that you
have always lived together?

No one questions it. Well, | used to question
it. Like, ‘When are we not going to live
together?’ It only gets tricky when we are
in relationships. Like my boyfriend, he
used to live with us for a while. That was
fine because we all got along and it was
really easy.

Did you always know of each other that
you were gay?

Ah, let’s see, no...| remember one night
when we were in college, we'd gone out
dancing until, like, four in the morning
and then on the way home we saw someone
up the way who we'd met before and he
said, ‘Why don’t you come over and we’'ll
have drinks and bagels on the roof’ and
stuff like that, so we did. And then he was,
like, ‘Hey, if you want to crash here you're
totally welcome,” and we were like, okay
sure. And then he said, ‘I'm not going to
sleep - | have to pack ‘cause I'm leaving
tomorrow so one of you can take my bed-
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Again, lan (left) and Marc (right). Photographed
for some Japanese fashion catalogue in the 90s.

room and one can take the living room. |
was, like, ‘I'll take the bedroom.” Marc took
the living room. And then the guy came

in and turned the lights off and got in bed
with me. | was so nervous.

You weren’t intrigued?

Yeah, | was also like, ‘Let’s see where this
goes.’ This sounds so cheesy. We started
kissing and stuff, but | was really uncom-
fortable, and | remember him telling me |
was cute and that turned me so off. That
was it.

Why did it turn you off?

It just creeped me out. And then a week
later he came back to the city and he called
me and asked if | wanted to hang out
more and | said, ‘Okay, sure. And that'’s
when | told Marc what had happened last
time, that we kind of fooled around. And
his mouth dropped. I'm sure he'd always
guessed | was gay, but he just wasn't sure.
Were you both relieved and happy?
Yeah, | guess so because he had those feel-
ings too, so even that wasn't going to be a
difference between him and me.

So did that guy become your first boy-
friend?

No, he was boring as hell. But then | met
somebody that we both liked but that |

ended up having a relationship with for
years and years.

That’s as competitive as it gets?

Yes, it was really tricky.

How did you deal with that?

We didn't really.

Have you ever had sex with someone Marc
used to have sex with or vice versa?

No, never. | like to think of it as an unstat-

ed rule. It used to be more important - now
I would be fine with it. But | do consider
itarule. I never want to go where he has
gone because, again, people compare twins,
their performance, dick size, etc.

Do you have a boyfriend?

I do right now. Since a week or two or
three. | went out with him, like, eight
months ago and broke up with him, then
realized | made a huge mistake!

What happened?

Things had gone too fast. We were immedi-
ately boyfriends after we met.

How did you meet?

Eh, at Sway on Sunday night. | don't hook
up with people that often but over the last
two years I've been more, like, if | want it |
just do it. And that night | was determined
to hook up with somebody. And he had just
moved to the city. You know how some-
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one new moves to the city and everybody
pounces. | pounced first! He is half Brazil-
ian and half Chinese and grew up mostly
in Brazil.

Was it easy to win him back after you'd
broken up?

No, it was hard work. He would say he was
busy all the time. He was pissed and right-
fully so.

Are you generally good at pouncing?
Well, I never go to gay bars, orif I do |
never hook up at a gay bar. But | did pick
up this guy at Sway a while ago who mis-
took me for Marc. | was wasted and he was
wasted. He said, ‘Hey Marc, how are you?’
And | said, ‘l am lan and we’ve hung out

so many times before, don't be an asshole.’
And then he was, like, ‘Sorry, if you're not
Marc I don’t know you.’ | mentioned his
history and meeting his sister and he still
couldn’t remember, so | said, ‘You know
what? You are an asshole and therefore
you are coming home with me.” And it
worked!

I'm curious to know if you're a top.

Oh...I hate to say | am. | guess I'm versa-
tile, but | prefer to be on top.

Sounds like you're just trying to be demo-
cratic.

No, | hate labels and | do both - | have
been a bottom, but | prefer to top.

And your boyfriend?

He would prefer to be a top too, but it’s not
really an issue. It's really about a physi-

cal comfort level. With my first boyfriend

I was strictly the bottom. And | really
enjoyed it. And | can even avoid the whole
thing and it’s fine. | had one boyfriend and
we never did anything anal. | know that
can sound dull or limiting but it wasn't.
How long?

Four years.

Oh my God! Four years! Could you do it
again?

Ithink | could. | mean | love sex, but if
fucking is absent it doesn’t mean it’s not
fun.

Was it his choice or your choice?

It just never came up. Maybe it was a
chemistry thing. We barely even talked
about it. We never thought, ‘When are we
going anal?’ It just seemed to not get there
and that was fine.

Do you see yourself splitting up with Marc
at some point? Like, would you ever move
to a different city without him?

lused to think about that in my early

twenties, when | was in my first long-term
relationship. We — me and my boyfriend

- would talk about the future and we would
talk about moving and having kids. Plus,
people would always ask, ‘Are you going to
live with your brother forever?’ But now |
don't think about it anymore. We bought a
piece of land together in Canada and we've
built alog cabin on it. That is kind of a
commitment...

That's great. Where is the cabin?

It's outside a town called South River, in
Northern Ontario.

How do you get there from New York?

Oh, it takes a day - flying to Toronto and
taking the train or car for another 3.5

hours north. We go for a month every sum-
mer.

Doing what?

Swimming, boating, cooking, making
campfires, hiking, reading, entertaining
visiting friends...

And you built the cabin yourselves?

Yeah. It's two floors, the kitchen is down-
stairs and the top floor is for sleeping and
hanging out, listening to music. It's very
rustic. It's very enjoyable - kind of feels

like a combination of psyche folk and fallen
aristocracy...

That sounds amazing. Is it common for
twins to have so much admiration for each
other?

I don’t know. | mean, | know these twin
girls that spend every minute with each
other; | don’t think | know any identical
twins that don't have a close relationship.

I know some other twins that live together
and they have a business together and |
love seeing them and they like us. They

are what we call ‘Super Twins'. Like, you

can be twins or you can be Super Twins,
which means you live with each other,

you have the same taste, you can practi-
cally read each other’s mind because you
get along so well, and so they consider us
Super Twins too.
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